Three new species of Ficus are described and illustrated. F. nebulosilvana which is restricted to the cloud forest of western Andes in Colombia and Ecuador, F. palmarensis which is restricted to the cloud forests of Chocó in Colombia, and F. plectonervata which is distributed from the central biogeographic region of Chocó in Colombia to Costa Rica. Species conservation assessments are presented and the taxonomic relationships of the new species and etymology are discussed.
Introduction
Ficus is the largest genus in the Moraceae (fig) family (Berg 2001b) . It comprises approximately 800 species distributed Worldwide and classified in six subgenera of which Pharmacosyce and Urostigma are naturally distributed in the Americas (Harrison 2005) .
Ficus are trees characterized by milky latex in every organ, glands on the base of the leaves, and inflorescences in urceolate capitula (syconia or figs). Subgenus Pharmacosyce trees are generally free-standing and bear only one fig per bud. Subgenus Urostigma are usually hemiepiphytes (stranglers) and bear two figs per bud. Both subgenera occupy a great diversity of habitats, from dry ecosystems to rain forests. The three new species here described correspond to subgenus Urostigma section Americana (Berg 2009 ) and are distributed from Ecuador to Costa Rica.
There is no taxonomic study available today that covers all neotropical Ficus. Some works have included a long number of species (e.g. Carauta, 1989 , Berg et al., 1986 but only consider Brazilian taxa. The only work that examines the entire range of the genus is focused on subgenus Pharmacosyce and comprises only nine species (DeWolf, 1965) . The most complete and up to date works are Berg (2001a Berg ( , 2009 Berg ( , 2013 , Berg & Simonis (2000) and Berg & Villavicencio (2004) , which correspond to regional treatments.
Ficus of Colombia, the country with the highest species richness (ca. 100) remain poorly studied. The most detailed works are Dugand's taxonomic studies (e.g. 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946) , where he described numerous taxa. Pederneiras & Romaniuc-Neto (2012) recently described a new species of subgenus Pharmacosyce from South-west Colombia. It is likely that more studies and field trips in Colombia will lead to new scientific discoveries.
Methods
This study was based on observations of herbarium specimens at the herbaria COL, CHOCO, CUVC, PSO, HUA, JAUM, MEDEL, US, MO, F, and NY, where the shapes and sizes of the leaves, figs and stipules of the plants were
